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Overview of African History 

Iliffe, J., ​Africans:  the history of a continent​ (2​nd​ edition) (Cambridge, 2007) 

McCann, J., ​Green Land, Brown Land, Black Land: an environmental history of            
Africa, 1800-1990​ (Portsmouth NH, 1999) 

Parker, J., & Reid, R.J., ​The Oxford handbook of modern African history​ (2013) 

Reid, R. J., ​A history of modern Africa: 1800 to the present​ (2nd ed, 2012) 

The Story of Africa, a BBC podcast series: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/index.shtml 

 

The ‘Conquest’ of Africa 

Coquery-Vidrovitch, C., ​Africa and the Africans in the Nineteenth Century ​(Armonk &            
London, 2009) 

Lonsdale, J., ‘The European scramble and conquest in African history’, in R. Oliver &              
G.N, Sanderson (eds.), ​The Cambridge History of Africa: Vol 6, 1870-1905           
(Cambridge, 1985) 

Pétré-Grenouilleau, O., (ed.), ​From Slave Trade to Empire – Europe and the            
Colonization of Black Africa 1780s-1880s​ (London, 2004) 

Price, R., ​Making Empire: colonial encounters and the creation of imperial rule in             
nineteenth-century Africa ​(Cambridge, 2008)  

Uziogwe, G. N., ‘European Partition and Conquest of Africa: An Overview’, in A. A.              
Boahen (ed.), UNESCO ​General History of Africa​, vol. vii, (Oxford, 1985) 

Vandervort, B., ​Wars of Imperial Conquest in Africa, 1830-1914 ​(Bloomington IN,           
2009) 

Wesseling, H. L., ​Divide and Rule:  the partition of Africa 1880-1914 ​(London, 1996) 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/index.shtml
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British Empire in Africa 

Darwin, J., ​Unfinished Empire: The Global Expansion of Britain​ (London, 2012) 

Morgan, P. H., & Hawkins S., (eds), ​Black Experience and the Empire​, Oxford             
History of the British Empire Companion Series, (Oxford, 2004) 

Phimister, I., ‘Unscrambling the Scramble for Southern Africa: The Jameson Raid           
and the South African War Revisited’, ​South African Historical Journal​, 28 (1993) 

Porter, A., (ed.), ​The Oxford History of the British Empire Vol III: the nineteenth              
century ​(Oxford, 1999)  

– In particular, see these chapters: 

Colin Newbury, ‘Great Britain and the Partition of Africa, 1870–1914,’  

Al-Sayyid-Marsot, ‘The British Occupation of Egypt from 1882’ 

T. C. McCaskie ‘Cultural Encounters: Britain and Africa in the Nineteenth           
Century’ 

For online visual resources surrounding the British Empire:        
http://www.colonialfilm.org.uk/  

 

Slavery 

Lovejoy, P. E., ​Transformations of Slavery: a History of Slavery in Africa (London,            
2012, 3​rd​ edition) 

Klein, H., ​The Atlantic Slave Trade​ (Cambridge, 2010) 

Stickrodt, S., ​Afro-European Trade in the Atlantic World: the Western Slave Coast,            
c.1550-c.1885 ​(Oxford, 2015) 

Rodney, W., ​How Europe Underdeveloped Africa ​(Harare, 1981), [first published          
London/Dar es Salaam, 1972] 

 

Race and Imperial Culture 

Brantlinger, P., ​Rule of Darkness: British literature and imperialism (Ithaca &           
London, 1988) 

Coombes, A., ​Reinventing Africa: Museums, Material Culture, and Popular         
Imagination in Late Victorian and Edwardian England​ (New Haven, 1994) 

Franey, L. E., ​Victorian Travel Writing and Imperial Violence: British writing on Africa,             
1855-1902​ (Basingstoke, 2003) 

MacKenzie, J.M., ​David Livingstone and the Victorian Encounter with Africa ​(London,           
1996) 

http://www.colonialfilm.org.uk/
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Stafford, R., ‘Scientific exploration and empire’, in A. Porter (ed.), ​The Oxford History             
of the British Empire Vol III: the nineteenth century ​(Oxford, 1999) 

 

Conquest and Technology 

Curtin, P. D., ​Disease and empire: The health of European Troops in the Conquest of              
Africa​ (Cambridge University Press, 1998) 

Macola, G., ​The Gun in Central Africa: a history of technology and politics ​(Athens              
OH, 2016) 

 

Battle of Adwa 

Milkias, P., & Metaferia, G., (eds.), ​The Battle of Adwa: reflections on Ethiopia’s             
historic victory against European colonialism ​(New York, 2005) 

For online visual resources:  

https://britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/object/the-battle-of-adwa-painting 

 

Maps: 

● Mercator Map Projection  
● Gall-Peters Projection 

https://britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/object/the-battle-of-adwa-painting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercator_projection#:~:text=The%20Mercator%20projection%20(%2Fm%C9%99r,bearing%20as%20a%20straight%20segment.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gall%E2%80%93Peters_projection

